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the necessary connections. These waterways were for a long time lie
only avenues of communication in the country. Consequently settkC'
ments sprang up beside them, and the population moved up the river
valleys and around the margins of the larger lakes.

Underlying hard rock and glacial features are common to the
country as a whole. Nevertheless, it may be divided into two fairly
distinct regions by a line drawn from the head of the Gulf of Bothnia
to the northern end of Lake Ladoga. North of this line the country is
hilly, varying from 500 to 4000 feet in elevation. This is a region of
tundra and forest, and is sparsely populated. South and west of this
line the land slopes gently to the southwest, and is covered with nu-
merous lakes and rivers. Here one-fourth of the country is covered
with lakes connected by short, rapid streams, some of which are navi-
gable. Here also better soil, more moderate climate and accessibility
to the coasts have led to the greatest concentration of population.

AGRICULTURE

The fact that much of the country is covered with poor soil, com-
bined with the short growing season, limits the agricultural possibilities
of Finland. Although over two-thirds of the population is engaged
in agriculture, only 6.4 per cent of the land is under cultivation, while
3.4 per cent is in permanent meadow and pasture. There is a possibility
for some extension of the cultivated acreage, but it will require a con-
siderable investment of capital, as the cost of clearing land is high and
large applications of fertilizers are required. Under these circum-
stances, it is not surprising that the country is unable to supply its own
needs for food, and that one-fourth of all imports consist of meat,
grains, and other f oodstuffs.

Most of the cultivation takes place on the clay plains along the
coast, or along the river valleys and lake margins. Here the hardy
Finnish farmers live in isolated farmsteads, and industriously culti-
vate their small fields of grain and potatoes, or tend their dairy herds.
Rye and potatoes are the principal food crops raised, and both are
increasing in importance. With the rise of the dairy industry much
attention is being given to hay and oats, and these two crops occupy
the largest acreage at present. Barley was formerly a favorite crop, as
it could be grown farther north than any other, but recently it has been
replaced where possible by rye or oats. Some flax is grown around